Draft

HORNING PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 02 April 2012
At 7pm in St Benet’s Hall

Present: Cllr D Turpin (in the Chair), P Bourke, M Wilson, H James, B Ives, P Kibler, R Storey, G Evans, District Cllr McGoun, County Cllr Rice and the Clerk, P Fyans.  Seven Parishioners were in attendance.

1. Apologies for Absence and accepted: Cllrs P Iddon, C Moore and PCSO Bennett.
2. Declarations of Interest:  None
3. To agree Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 05 Mar 12.  Draft Minutes, having been         circulated, were unanimously agreed then signed by the Chairman.  

4. Matters arising from the minutes (not elsewhere on the Agenda); 
4.1 (5.1 Meeting 05 Mar 12), PCSO clarified the situation with the 11 reports of rowdy and nuisance behaviour explaining the way calls are reported.  The Council were grateful that PCSO Bennett had assured them that the figure should not be of concern and that the Clerk would be contacted should there be any issues we should be aware of Horning.

4.2 (5.8) The Clerk still had not received payment from Smiths Gore for the Hire of the Village Hall back in Nov 11.

4.3 (5.9) Both the Clerk and District Cllr McGoun had contacted North Norfolk District Council (NNDC) reference some notification showing on their Planning website that third party Agencies had submitted a response to a Planning Application.  NNDC agreed to investigate this suggestion further.

4.4 (5.13) Cllr Turpin confirmed that Mr R Tomkins was now the new Parish Flood Warden.

4.5 (5.18) The website which was no longer in use was finally not appearing when searching on Google.

4.6 (11) Victory Housing confirmed receipt of the Parish Councils formal response reference the Grouped Homes at Leeds Way.

4.7 (13) Parishioner Marion Jackson has agreed to obtain quotes for the possible new Community/Parish Council Noticeboard.

4.8 The Clerk confirmed that he had been in contact with the Football Club with a Meeting to be arranged later in April hopefully.    
5. Correspondence:
5.1 PCSO Bennett submitted the following report; 15 calls in total, 1 report of a road traffic collision, 3 road related calls, 1 report of a theft (not in Horning), 2 reports of rowdy or nuisance behaviour, 3 calls for information purposes, 1 call to assist an ambulance, 3 reports of suspicious circumstances and 1 abandoned call.  No reported crimes in Mar whilst in the same period last year there was 1 reported crime of criminal damage.  PCSO Bennett informed the Council that she would be holding a ‘Police drop-in Surgery’ on 07 Apr between 10 and 11am on the Village Hall car park.

5.2 NNDC response to the Councils input on the proposed Abbot Rd Development (this correspondence had been passed to all Cllrs prior to this Meeting)

5.3 Smiths Gore have approached the Council asking if the Parish of Horning required further allotment space.  The Clerk had contacted NNDC reference this matter who confirmed that allotment space was a requirement when an application had been submitted for a proposed new development.  Following discussion the Council agreed that new allotments were not required as no waiting list was held by the Clerk.  The Council agreed that the Clerk contact NNDC to see if making provision for some sort of water supply to the Upper St Allotments could be considered as an alternative.
5.4 District Cllr McGoun has passed on her response to Victory Housing reference Leeds Way.

5.5 A visitor who regularly visits the Parish has written to Norfolk Police Enquiries requesting that parking restrictions on the Staithe be enforced.  He is passionate about maintaining uninterrupted views of the river from the green. 

5.6 NorfolkAlc are holding café cluster Meetings but none local to Horning

5.7 NNDC have copied the Council into their response to a Parishioner reference the continued noise from the re-cycling bins.

5.8 The Broads Authority (BA) have confirmed that a non-native shrimp has been confirmed in the Broads area.  They have requested that Broads users be vigilant in checking, cleaning and drying boats and kit when contact with the water has occurred.
5.9 NNDC Officers have offered to support Energy Events by providing speakers, equipment and literature should the Parish choose to host such an event.

5.10 Woodbastwick Parish Council will not be able to attend the ‘Beating the Bounds’ event.

5.11 District Cllr McGoun would like a response to a bus survey but the deadline is tight (10 Apr).  Cllr Wilson said she would try and assist.

5.12 Parishioner Mr Tinge has again raised his concerns that the Parish Council has done nothing about the noise level from the re-cycling bins.  The Clerk was requested to respond to Mr Tinge.

5.13 The Chairman and the Clerk have been invited to a Localism and Planning Seminar hosted by NNDC on 25 Apr 12 at their Council Offices.  The Chairman recently attended a similar event so did not wish to attend.  The Clerk will attend if available.

5.14 The BA have received a complaint from a member of the public reference dangerous metal brackets protruding outside St Benet’s Hall.  Cllr Bourke has visited the site and confirmed that the area was safely cordoned off and felt the complaint was unfounded.

5.15 The Minutes following the recent ‘Trees for Horning’ Committee Meeting were placed in the circulation folder.
6. Planning;
Cllr James Planning Committee Member gave the following report.

Report of Planning Sub Committee meeting held on Wednesday 28th March 2012

Present

Councillors Mr P Iddon, Mr Geoff Evans, Miss Hilary James

6.1 Broads Authority Draft Site Specific Policies

The Broads Authority is preparing a new planning document which will comprise policies providing special planning treatment for particular sites or areas.  These will include 

· sites or areas where particular types of development or change will be encouraged (site allocations), discouraged, or subject to special considerations

· development boundaries for settlements suitable for general development

The consultation period runs until 5th April 2012

The Planning sub committee agreed to comment as follows

A Development boundary

Draft policy: A development boundary for the Broads part of Horning is defined on the proposals map

Agree

B Car Parking

Draft Policy: The continued use of this land for car parking for visitors and others will be supported, and change to other uses only permitted if alternative car parking of equivalent capacity and convenience has been provided elsewhere in the vicinity.

Environmental improvements and landscaping will be encouraged to improve its contribution to the character and appearance of the Conservation area and to visual amenity.

Agree 

The car park is currently operated by Mitchell and Butler.  The Council suggests that some of the profit element from this car park might be put towards improving the surrounding area.

C Open Space

Draft Policy: This area of open space is conserved for its contribution to the character of Horning and the amenity of residents and visitors

Agree

D Waterside plots

Draft Policy: The designated area of waterside plots will be protected from over –development and suburbanization (including from quay headings and boundary treatments), while encouraging the maintenance or upgrading of existing buildings, and permitting their replacement where this is consistent with the openness and the low key and lightweight forms of building generally characteristic of the area and policies on flood risk

Agree

E Horning Sailing Club

Draft Policy: Continued use of the land for sailing facilities will be encouraged

Agree

F Crabbetts Marsh

Draft Policy: This area will be protected for its landscape and nature conservation value, and also in consideration of its poor road access.

Agree

G Horning Boatyards etc At Ferry Rd and Ferry View Rd

Draft Policy: The land identified on the proposals map will be subject to policies DP 18 (General employment) and DP 20 (Boatyards) and for the purposes of DP 25 (New Residential Moorings) will be treated as if adjacent to the development boundary.

Developments should include significant landscape planting to help soften the appearance of the area and to integrate it into the wider landscape.

Agree

H Woodbastwick Fen moorings

Draft Policy: This area will be conserved for the green and semi-natural backdrop it gives to Horning while providing a significant number of moorings for navigable craft.  Improvements to the appearance of the area will be sought and if opportunities arise the removal of houseboats and residential moorings.

Agree 
The full Council unanimously approved the report and the Clerk was requested to forward onto the BA.  The Chairman expressed his gratitude to the Planning Committee for their worthwhile time and effort in discussing and preparing this report.   

6.2  Broads Authority

Decisions

a) Application: BA /2011/0408/FUL

JB Boat Sales

Proposed demolition of existing shop and office building.  Replacement modular building to accommodate shop office and reception

Approved subject to conditions

b) TPO No BA2011/0040/TPO

The Haven, Ropes Hill Dyke, Horning

Comment 

Objection lodged in respect of above TPO (weeping willow) made on 9th December 2011

c) TPO No BA/2012/0023/TPO

Ropes Hill, Ropes Hill Horning

Comment

Tree Preservation Order made in respect of lime tree to preserve amenity value 

6.3 PO/11/1505 Land East of Abbot Road, Horning

A response has been received to the letter sent by the Parish Council on 11th January 2012 commenting on the proposed development.

The response states that:

a) County Highways have indicated that the 40 mph speed limit should be extended

b) County Highways is seeking the provision of two bus stops adjacent to the development

c) The applicant has offered to make a reasonable financial contribution to the County Council to assist in the funding of footway improvements along Lower St (primary school route)

d) S106 Obligation:  This is likely to include the following:

-          Secure the provision of affordable housing

-          Commuted sum to be transferred to the Parish Council towards the 

upgrading of childrens’ play facilities on the village recreation field – amount £13600 (subject to confirmation).

-          Fire Service = £802

-          Library Provision = £60 per dwelling

-          Footway improvement Lower Street – Amount to be confirmed

e) The Three Rivers Way : At this stage County Highways would not 

support the provision of a footpath across the entire site frontage because

of the absence of a connecting footway along Norwich Road . The County 

Council however, supports the aims of the Three Rivers Way project and 

have indicated that they would be willing to adopt a grass verge with a 

minimum width measuring 2.5m (across the site frontage) to enable future 

provision in the event of funding being secured for the route/part of route

f) Horning Parish Plan: at this stage the application provides for 50% of the new dwellings to be affordable - including a mix of affordable rent and shared ownership.

g) Infrastructure - foul drainage and capacity issues at the Sewage Treatment Works is being fully investigated. Electricity supply was investigated at draft plan stage, prior to the being formally allocated for residential development. The District Council was advised that planned developments at Horning can be accommodated within the remaining capacity of the primary substation serving the area. 

It is likely that outline planning permission will be approved within the next 3 – 4 months
7. Finance: 

Payments – 

Clerks remuneration Mar 12           £293.73 – 20% tax (£58.75)     £234.98
Expenses Petrol                               £60.10 – 20% tax (£12.02)       £48.08 
Expenses photo copies 74 @ 10p per copy                                        £7.40    £290.46 

Tinge Inv 03/2012 Litter Picking                                                                        £130.20
CGM Ground Maintenance Mar £81.80                                                              £81.80
Cllr Turpin Petrol Expenses Aylsham                                                                  £12.60

Cllr Evans Petrol Expenses Poringland                                                               £14.40

Norfolk Training Partnership New Cllr Course                                                     £40.00

SLCC AGM                                                                                                          £12.00

NorfolkAlc Annual Membership                                                                           £191.35

Norfolk Rural Community Council Annual Membership                                      £25.00

CPRE Annual Membership                                                                                 £29.00

Smiths Gore Allotment Rent 10/11-03/12                                                           £194.00

HMRC Tax Jan, Feb & Mar 12                                                                           £192.34

    All the above payments were unanimously approved.

Community Account as at 23 Mar 2012                                                           £10720.58
Business Saver Account as at 23 Mar 2012                                                     £4079.27
Financial correspondence received includes the External Auditor instructions and deadlines for the year ending 31 Mar 12 Accounts.  Also HMRC have requested completion of the Employer Annual Return.
8. Report by the Asset Management Committee:  Cllr Bourke, Chairman of the Asset Management Committee gave the following report.
8.1. Land Behind Village Hall 

This has been roped off to allow the water to drain away from the pot holes. The bowling club has some soil which will be used to fill in the holes and the village Hall Committee have kindly offered to pay for grass seeds. Cllr Ives and Derrick Vernall are liaising over the work.  

The use of this land as a car park is an issue we need to address as these holes will appear again if cars are driven over it in poor weather. I was recently on a course in the annex and witnessed parents driving on to this area to drop off their children for the play equipment. Perhaps a barrier would be the answer. 

8.2. Benches 
The two benches are now back outside St.Benets hall. It has been a long job as they were in a poor condition, but are now looking rather smart. 

8.3. Village Car Park Entrance 

This area has suffered badly over the winter and is in need of major repair. Just filling in the pot holes will no longer suffice. The iron work will have to be raised and a proper surface put down. I did contact Highways just to make sure that it was our land as it crosses the corner of their road but a map proved that it does, most definitely, belong to the Parish Council. I have asked Mr. Buck for an estimate. 

8.4. Slipway 
We now have 3 keys for the slipway. 2 will be held in the News Agents and I will hold the 3rd. This will cover any occasion when the key is not returned after use. 
Following the report the following items were discussed:

8.5 The Council was also informed that one Memorial Bench had been vandalised and smashed beyond repair.  The owner chose not too notify the Police and hopefully a replacement bench will be installed shortly.

8.6 Apparently damage has occurred to the Quay heading at the Ludham Bridge Staithe.  Cllr Storey will investigate further and seek quotes for the work required to put right.
9. To adjourn the Meeting to allow members of the public to speak: The Chairman closed the Meeting at 20.05 to allow each member of the public present an opportunity to speak (5 minutes per person).  The Council was requested to enforce the Parking Regulations on the Staithe for the Beating of the Bounds Event on 12 May 12.  The Clerk agreed to contact PCSO Bennett to request some No Parking cones.  The ‘Trees for Horning’ Committee are looking at where to plant next with a possible suggestion being near the Village Hall Annexe acting as a barrier.  The Council was informed that a local Parishioner may be able to help with the damage at the road entry to the Village Hall car park.  The Dinghy bay is becoming cluttered with rubbish.  The Public were informed that if any litter collects in a certain area the Council will request that their contractor targets that area.   With Mr Carter retiring as the Postmaster a Parishioner (Mrs Woodcock) offered to forward his contact details so the Clerk could approach him to see if he would be willing to continue as the Internal Auditor for the Council.  The Council was informed that one family was the main problem on Leeds Way.  The Clerk was requested to contact PCSO Bennett on this matter. The Meeting re-opened at 20.14.
10. To discuss the Parish Community Website; Mrs Anita Turpin and her team have put a lot of time into this Parish (not Parish Council) website and their efforts were thanked.  It is not yet live (hopefully later this month) but the Parish Community was strongly urged that to make it a success the Community needs to make regular contributions as some sections are desperate for content.  Any item can be sent to the Parish Council Chairmans e-mail where the site will be update, hopefully on a monthly basis.     

11.  To receive an update on the ‘Beating of the Bounds’ Event.  It was reported that the Event was moving forward and that it would be part of the Broads Outdoor Festival.  3 Boats had been confirmed for the river trip with a flotilla of other craft following behind.  St Benet’s Hall will be used to provide refreshments with refreshments hopefully available on the trip.  It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council would pay costs upto £50 for these refreshments.  County Cllr Rice confirmed he may be able to assist with some funding also. 
12. To discuss the Annual Parish Meeting on 16 Apr 12.  The Council was reminded of the time, date and venue of this Meeting.          

13. To receive an update on the forthcoming Active Norfolk event being held in the Parish on 21 Apr 12, 2 – 5pm on the Village Playing Field.  Cllr Wilson informed the Council that notes had been distributed around the Parish, but requested that help be required on the day.  The baking of some cakes would be nice.  The Chairman expressed the Councils gratitude to Cllr Wilson for all her efforts in organising such important events for the Parish. 
14. To discuss Dog Mess left in plastic bags around the Parish.  The Council was appalled to be informed that the footpath from Parkland Crescent to Lower Street had plastic bags full of dog mess littering the trees.  It was unanimously agreed to make the Parish aware of this intolerable behaviour by placing an article in the next Edition of the ‘Reach’ requesting owners be more responsible.
15. To discuss Car parking on the Staithe.  The Council are still concerned at the extent of the problem of cars parking on the Staithe.  County Cllr Rice agreed to contact NCC Highways and try to arrange a site meeting.

16. To discuss ‘Trees for Horning’ – the Future.  As all the trees planted so far were on Parish Council land concern was raised as to the long term liability of maintenance and up-keep.  It was unanimously agreed to raise the issue at the next Trees for Horning Committee Meeting in Oct 12 along with the decision to name the trees on the Playing Field, Jubilee Walk.  The Council felt that this was a very successful community project.

17.  District/County Matters:   District Cllr McGoun confirmed that she was still actively involved in trying to find a suitable resolution to the re-cycling bin problem.  The Council was informed that the reason that NNDC did not collect the Brown Bins was due to the fuel shortage.  NNDC decided to suspend the collections for 2 weeks starting 30 Mar 12 hoping to start again on 13 Apr 12.  District Cllr McGoun also expressed her thanks to Cllr Wilson for the time and effort spent working alongside Active Norfolk. 
County Cllr Rice reported that he was due to hold a meeting with Highways soon and the proposed new Grit Bin on the A1062/Ropes Hill junction would be raised once more.  He informed the Meeting that the Ferry Inn might be willing to house the re-cycling bins on their car park.  He updated the Council that the closure of the Coastguard Station at Gt Yarmouth was almost sure to go ahead but a new dedicated Broads Rescue service will be put in place with funding being considered from Central Government.  He is now a Council Member on the Broads Authority.  The Council was informed that the imminent closure of Lower St was due to May gurney providing a water connection to a private dwelling (the Clerk confirmed the Parish Council had received no notification of this).  On this matter he also confirmed that if local businesses could prove a loss of revenue whilst the road is closed, May Gurney would consider a compensation payment. 
18. Items for the next Agenda.  
The Asset Management Register

Neighbourhood Plans

Car Parking 

19. Date and time of next Meeting: The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 7pm, 14 May 2012, St        Benets Hall, 

