



  HORNING PARISH COUNCIL

HHHHMinutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Monday 02 March 2015

Present:			Mr D Turpin (Chairman)
Cllr I Davis
				Cllr A Darby
				Cllr P Avellino
				Cllr R Martin
				Cllr D Moore

				Clerk / RFO: Jo Beardshaw

Number of Parishioners:	22
		
1. Apologies.  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Evans
2. Declarations of Interest. None
3. Minutes of the previous meeting were approved subject to an amendment  to item 10c (removal of wording ‘on the restricted byway’
4. Actions from previous minutes.  The Chairman ran through the updates from the previous minutes. 
5. Correspondence 
a. PCSO report.  The PCSO had written to the Clerk explaining that she would be unable to attend the meeting, but that there had been 3 calls from the Horning area since the last meeting; 1 call for information purposes, 1 report of rowdy or nuisance behaviour, and 1 call with an animal issue.  The SNAP priorities were in Happisburgh and Hoveton
b. C Andrews.  Cold calling (in person) and a request to join an NCC initiative to prevent cold calling.  Mr Andrews had communicated with the Chairman and the Clerk about this NCC initiative.  The Chairman outlined how it would work and the Parish Council AGREED that the Clerk should write to Mr Andrews with the Parish Council’s support to go ahead and discuss how to go about making the whole village a ‘no cold calling zone’.  
c. NCC.  Road closure to fix manhole cover on Lower Street.  Diversions in place 10th March to 11th March.  Noted
d. Letter from Eileen Brown ref dog bin on Upper Street.  The Parish Council asked the Clerk to contact Kier again to confirm that this bin was not regularly used, and to contact Eileen Brown to explain the Council’s plan
e. Derrick Vernall / Horning Village Fete.  Request to use St Benet’s Green 18th July 2015.  AGREED
f. Jill and Neal Sharpe.  Offer to act as internal auditors again for a fee of £70.  The Parish Council AGREED this and asked the Clerk to confirm this with them
g. Adrienne Seddon / WI.  Request for Gazebo for boat show.  The Chairman suggested a name for the Clerk to send to Mrs Seddon
h. Philip Schramm, NCC.  Three Rivers Way Cycling Scheme (Horning to Hoveton) bid successful.  Noted
i. Request for litter pick application form.  Noted
j. Email from resident concerning cars parking on the Upper Street green.  The Parish Council AGREED that the Clerk could write a note for the car, explaining that parking is not allowed on the green
k. Email from R Morris regarding petition.  The Clerk explained that Mr Morris had emailed to inform the Parish Council that he had 139 parishioner signatures and 14 visitor signatures on a petition.  The Clerk read that the petition notes that the restricted byway is ‘the only area within the village where both able and disabled people can park freely and see the river,  the removal of the parking on the restricted byway will affect local trade, and that the planters would obstruct the restricted byway and could be a trip hazard.  The Parish Council noted this
l. NCC.  Review of NCC’s Committee system of governance.  The Parish Council had no response to make
m. Letter from J Woodrow regarding the restricted byway.  The Clerk read some parts of Mr Woodrow’s letter, which made some suggestions regarding the byway, and thanked the Parish Council for their efforts
n. Email from B Woodcock regarding the restricted byway.  The Clerk read the email, which explained that Mrs Woodcock had been the Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council around 25 years ago, when the restricted byway was bequeathed to the Parish by the Bullard Family who originally owned it, on condition that there was no parking, and notices had been put up to this effect at that time  Noted
o. Email from A Bird regarding the restricted byway.  This email supported the Parish Council’s decision at the previous meeting regarding the restricted byway.  Noted
p. Email from M and P Bourke regarding the restricted byway. This email supported the Parish Council’s decision at the previous meeting.  Noted
q. Email from J Mckenna regarding the restricted byway.  This email supported the Parish Council’s decision at the previous meeting.  Noted
r. Email from T Tarr regarding the restricted byway.  This email supported the Parish Council’s decision at the previous meeting.  Noted
s. Email from A Seddon regarding the restricted byway.  This email was in favour of ‘restricted parking’ but also voiced concern that there may be some loss of custom.  The email went on to suggest that the Parish Council could enlarge the parking at the Village Hall.  Noted
t. Email from P Rice.  Mr Rice had been the County Councillor when the restricted byway had been discussed in the past.  He had made various suggestions regarding disabled parking bays, which the Parish Council were already considering
6. Finances:
a. Receipt of the bank reconciliation.  Cllr Davis noted that he had approved the bank reconciliation for the month.
b. The following payments were approved:
i. Chq no 2084.  M Turpin.  Planter inserts.  £144.00
ii. Chq no 2085.  HMRC.  National Insurance.  £60.98.  
iii. Chq no 2086.  Clerk salary and expenses (less £28.36 NI) £456.70
iv. Chq no 2087.  Mario Tinge.  Litter picking February.  £131.63
v. Chq no 2088.  CGM.  Grounds maintenance.  £81.80
vi. Chq no 2089.  M Turpin.  Planters (deposit).  £200
Total: £1075.11

7. Planning:
a. Planning applications received:
i. BA/2015/0057/COND.  JB Boat Sales, 106 Lower Street.  Variation of Condition 2 of pp BA/2011/0408/FUL for alterations to pattern and fenestration of timber doors/windows, eaves details and roof pitch. Supported on the basis that the general look of the building would be improved
ii. BA/2014/0423/FUL.  Several sections of floodbank and riverside piling on both sides of Womack Water, the right hand bank of the River Thurne, and the left hand bank of the Rivers Bure and Ant, between Womack and Ludham Bridge within compartments 5 and 6.  This application will be considered at the Authority’s Planning Committee meeting on Friday 6th March at 1030am.  Noted

b. Planning decisions received and noted:
i. BA/2014/0369/COND.  Silverdawn, Woodlands Way, Horning Reach.  Variation of condition 3 of PP BA/2012/0056/FUL to amend approved roof material.  Refused

8. Asset Management.  Cllr Avellino reported as follows:
a. The tree cages had been fully repaired on the Jubilee Walk
b. The post and gate at the slipway had been repaired after someone had reversed into them.  The Clerk had been in touch with the person, who would be paying Keith Buck’s costs
c. The Parish Council AGREED that the Clerk could contact a resident of Hoveton and offer them part of an allotment if there was one available
d. The table tennis table was scratched and needed resealing.  Cllr Avellino  agreed to look into this
e. The slipway needs cleaning.  The Chairman offered to be a part of the working party for the work
f. The Clerk had spoken to M&B and Lisa Cook regarding the slipway wall.  The Clerk noted that she would take some advice to ensure that it was still safe
g. Cllr Darby was looking into lighting on St Benet’s Green
h. The Chairman noted that the tree pruning had taken place on the fruit trees.  The Council asked the Clerk to write to Mark Webster of the Norfolk Wildlife Trust to thank him for his work.  The Chairman had also bought a new fruit tree, which he had donated to the village, to replace the lost tree.  

9. Parish Councillor reports.  To receive any Parish Councillor reports
a. Vodafone Sure Signal.  Cllr Moore reported that she and Cllr Davis had met with Vodafone on site.  Vodafone had been happy with all the properties available but required another location on Upper Street.  The Chairman said that he would include this in the Horning Reach article.  
b. Loss of permissive footpaths.  Cllr Moore reported that she had met with District Councillor Barbara Mcgoun and that she would be writing letters to the landowners once she had identified them
c. Village Hall lease.  Cllr Davis said that he would be working with Betty Woodcock to finalise the lease
d. Litter pick contract and application form.  Cllr Martin said that he would alter the contract and application form and send it to the Clerk to be sent out to those people who had applied
e. Parking enforcement.  Cllr Davis said that he would be in a position to report back at the next meeting

10. Parishioners’ Matters: The meeting was adjourned at 7.43pm for public participation
a. District Councillor report: District Councillor Barbara Mcgoun noted that the District Council had agreed not to raise their Council Tax.  She also reported that the brown bin charge had increased to £42.64 (by £0.50)
b. County Councillor report:  County Councillor David Thomas informed the Council that he had no update on the flooding issues in the village (namely the areas outside the school, Broadwater Way, and Lower Street) but that he was constantly chasing Highways to work on it
c. Public Participation.  
The Chairman clarified to those present that he was aware that many of them were in attendance because of the Parish Council decision at the February meeting to place planters along the restricted byway to ensure that cars could no longer park on the byway.  He explained that in 2006 the Countryside and Rights of Way Act had ordained that the public could use a restricted byway by foot, horse or bicycle, but not using a mechanically propelled vehicle, unless in certain circumstances.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Those circumstances being the loading / unloading of produce from the water, and access by emergency vehicles] 


Various members of the public voiced their concerns, primarily these concerns were as follows:
· Possible impact on local businesses
· Possible impact on parking elsewhere in the village as a knock-on effect of the 7-9 places on the restricted byway no longer being available

 		Various members of the public voiced their support for the Parish Council’s decision

Various members of the public asked the Parish Council to review their decision regarding the planters.  Councillors and members of the public responded that a Parish Council agenda item cannot be re-discussed within a period of six months[footnoteRef:2].  It was also noted that the Parish Council must adhere to the law, and would find it hard, legally, to revoke their decision [2:  A resolution (whether affirmative or negative) of the Council shall not be reversed within 6 months except either by a special motion, the written notice whereof bears the names of at least 2 councillors of the Council, or by a motion moved in pursuance of the report or recommendation of a committee.] 


Cllr Moore summarised the decision that the Parish Council had made at the February meeting by explaining that she was aware that many parishioners held very strong views either in favour or against the positioning of planters along the restricted byway.  She noted that she felt that St Benet’s Green should be primarily a place of leisure and that for many years there had been cars parked there for long periods of time, which detracted from the attractive environment there.  She said that she wished to see a larger vision for the Green, with it becoming a focal point for the village.  She went on to explain that as a parish councillor her ethos is entirely to try to help the village, and help the parishioners, and that she felt that in making the decision regarding the planters the Parish Council had made what they felt to be the right decision for the village.  Cllr Moore went on to explain that she was glad of the healthy debate on the subject but felt that it was important that parishioners understood exactly what the Parish Council was hoping to achieve

The meeting was reconvened at 8.10pm

11. Agenda items
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Set donations for 2014/2015.  The majority of the donations had been agreed at the November meeting, but the Chair of the Finance Committee reported that the Parish Council could donate up to an additional £300 if they saw fit.  The Parish Council AGREED to donate £150 to the First Responders, as discussed at the January meeting
b. Broads Authority Strategic Priorities.  To agree a Parish Council response.  The Clerk outlined the new system of governance that NCC had put in place around six months ago.  The Parish Council responded that they had not been aware of a change in governance procedures, and asked the Clerk to respond accordingly
12. To plan items for the next agenda
a. Vodafone Sure Signal
b. Loss of permissive footpaths
c. Village Hall lease
d. Litter pick contract 
e. Parking enforcement 
f. Suggested community website

13. To list items for the Horning Reach Parish News
a. Restricted byway
b. Parish Council advertisement
c. Vodafone location required at Upper Street
14. To confirm venue and dates of the next council and committee meetings.  
a. Monday 13th April 2015

15.  Closure of meeting at 8.30pm
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